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By JOSEPH G. LARIOSA
  

(Journal Group Link International)

  

 

  

 

  

C HICAGO, Illinois (JGLi) – A young Filipino American “soccer mom,” who
counts the late President Corazon Aquino as one of her inspirations, is one
of the 12 candidates for the United States Congressional Primary election for
the open seat in the 10th District in Northern California on
Sept. 1st.
  

 

  

Tiffany Rene Estrella Attwood, daughter of a Manila-born father James
Olidan Estrella, is a candidate for the 10th District seat vacated by Ellen
Tauscher, who had accepted the position of Under Secretary of State for
Arms Control and International Security Affairs under Department of State
Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton.
  

 

  

If nobody gets 50% plus one vote in the primary election, a runoff election
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will take place on Nov. 3 rd.
  

 

  

*Editor’s Notes: To view online materials about Ms. Attwood 
  

and her candidacy (and how to contribute to her campaign),
  

 please click on these hyperlinks: 
  

 

  

 

  

Tiffany Estrella Attwood - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  

  

 

            http://www.attwoodforcongress.com/
  

 

  

Ms. Attwood's father, who is now 64, and who had worked as bus driver in N
evada
, left the 
Philippines
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when he was “two or two and a half years old,” she said.
  

 

  

Her grandmother, Rose Olidan Wustistam, is from Mindanao. Rose met
during World War II and later married, a Portuguese, James DeCamba
Estrella, a veteran of World War II.
  

 

Her mother, Isabelle Marie Paz, was born in Arizona. Isabelle was the
daughter of Carlos Grijaval Paz, a Mescalero Apache Native American, and
Marie Louise Lopez, a Mexican.
  

 

  

Born in Hayward, California, Tiffany Rene Estrella Attwood is a
commissioner, a volunteer position, of the City of Danville, California, and a
wife of Francis Attwood and mother of a three-year-old daughter.
  

 

  

Holding two jobs to balance a family life to make ends meet, Tiffany Rene
decided to run for the congressional race to prevent the front runner,
incumbent California Lt. Gov. John Garimandi, a Democrat, from winning
Tauscher’s seat. She asked, “Why would anyone elect the same official that
put California in a $21-billion deficit in a Federal seat? I don’t think
constituents of the 10th District want to put an experienced deficit-spending,
tax-increasing politician in Congress.”

 3 / 8



Multiethnic Filipino-American “Soccer Mom” Vies for U.S. Congressional Seat on Sept. 1 - MabuhayRadio

Written by Joseph G. Lariosa
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 09:35 - Last Updated Tuesday, 25 August 2009 17:43

  

 

  

As a mortgage officer, Tiffany has a unique insight into the financial crisis
gripping families and home ownership in her district. “Defaults in home
ownership are up, on average by 14 percent in the District,” she said.
“Families are now faced with possible layoffs, bad credit and nowhere to turn
for help. I want to get the word out that Obama’s stimulus for housing is
working, although a little bureaucratic, we’ve been able to give families their
lives back.”
  

 

  

Ms. Attwood is well aware of issues on veterans and senior citizens,
especially with health care. Her stepfather and two brothers are in the
Marines. “The American people and the U.S. government have a solemn
obligation to ensure veterans receive the benefits they deserve and that
every veteran has equal access to those benefits,” she said. 
  

 

  

S peaking for her family relatives’ experience, Ms. Attwood said her family
has struggled with getting decent health care with VA benefits, whose
injuries were directly related to foreign wars. She said many VA hospitals,
dedicated physicians, medical technicians, nurses and other staff appear to
be stretched to their limits.
  

 

 4 / 8



Multiethnic Filipino-American “Soccer Mom” Vies for U.S. Congressional Seat on Sept. 1 - MabuhayRadio

Written by Joseph G. Lariosa
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 09:35 - Last Updated Tuesday, 25 August 2009 17:43

  

If elected, her campaign said she will author or support legislation that will
help veterans receive health care from any hospital, instead of having to
drive hours to a VA medical facility and wait for care.
  

 

  

Tiffany Rene would also want to take care of energy and health care issues.
She wants to institute immediate health care reform and to have a “world
class” industry with affordable costing insurance.
  

 

  

She wanted uninsured children covered by the State Children’s Insurance
Program and seniors provided with quality care.
  

 

Although, she does not speak any Filipino language, Tiffany Rene said she
is trying to learn.   

She said she enjoys chicken pork adobo, lumpia, pansit and lechon (roast
pig).
  

 

  

She is a member of the Democratic Caucus based in Alameda County. It
meets in several facilities that host the group.
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Her challenge now in her campaign is her exposure. As a minority, it is very
hard to gather support from the mainstream community, she said.
  

 

  

In a campaign for a federal office that she is doing, Tiffany hopes to be a
Filipino voice in mainstream America. She hopes to put forward the interests
of the Filipinos.
  

 

  

She also counts volunteers not only among Filipino Americans but also
among the Mexican-American and Native-American Indian communities.
  

 

  

There are 377,000 voters in the district, where the average turnout of voters
is placed between 25% to 38%. 
  

 

District 10 is composed of the Alameda, Contra Costa, Sacramento, and
Solano counties.
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Majority of the voters are 45-years-old and above. She said the young voters
and the working sectors are usually staying away from the polls because
they don’t want to miss school or be in trouble with their job. “This is
something I want to correct – give these sectors a chance to vote without
jeopardizing their school and work records.,” she added.
  

 

  

There about 8% Filipino Americans among the total numbers of voters.
  

 

  

She said she has been endorsed by area ethnic papers, like the Manila
Times USA
and 
Asian Journal
.
  

 

  

She said she found inspiration from the late Cory Aquino for breaking the
glass ceiling among women. She wants to play the same role of Mrs. Aquino
in the US and give the community what they desire. ( lariosa_jos@sbcglobal
.net ) # # #
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