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T hose who believe in Jesus are invited, encouraged and expected to believe also in
what he says about us. The community of believers in the early Church was that little
group, who like Paul himself, had recovered their sight about themselves in such a way
that they could follow Jesus into generous ministry and relationships. As there are many
ways to injure our ability to see, there are even more ways we can injure our faculty of
visualizing who we are in God’s eyes. It is in that condition that we join the man on the
side of the road in his crying out for “pity”.

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jeremiah 31:7-9

Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

Hebrews 5:1-6

M ark 10:46-52 And they came to Jericho; and as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and
a great multitude, Bartimae'us, a blind beggar, the son of Timae'us, was sitting by the roadside.
(47) And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!" (48) And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he
cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" (49) And Jesus stopped and said,
"Call him." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; rise, he is calling you."
(50) And throwing off his mantle he sprang up and came to Jesus. (51) And Jesus said to him,
"What do you want me to do for you?" And the blind man said to him, "Master, let me receive
my sight." (52) And Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And
immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.
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Meditation by Larry Gillick, S.J.

Deglman Center for Ignatian Spirituality

PRE-PRAYERING

T here is a warmth and kindness in today’s readings. There are promises and fulfillment. We
are offered a picture of how closely God moves towards us and offers us ways out of certain
exiles, alienation’s and darknesses.

We can pray with the answer we would give to the question which Jesus asks today, “What do
you want me to do for you.” We can pray with the reality that God works for our freedom and for
the joy of our shouting “Thank you!” We can pray also for the grace to desire to get up and
follow him along whatever road he travels.

REFLECTION

We hear from the Prophet Jeremiah who is singing a different tune from his usual repertoire of
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laments and accusations. He has spent much of his life calling Israel back to their following their
identity as God’s holy people. They failed to listen so there they are in exile.

What we hear in our First Reading has an Advent theme to it. Jeremiah speaks of shouting for
joy for the loving God is bringing them all back, the blind, lame and the little ones as well. God’s
love sent them into captivity to get their attention and their faithful response. Now God will
gather his beloved and reinforce their name as the Beloved.

The thing to note here is that all will be returning even those who have physical disabilities or
deformities. No one person will be excluded from their being in God’s holy family. Blindness was
seen to be a sort of curse as was being lame or ulcerous. God the Creator is claiming them all
as blest and belonging to God.

Mark ends this section of his Gospel with a symbolic summary miracle. The events of Jesus’ life
begin to take a dramatic turn with the beginning of the next chapter as he enters Jerusalem on
a donkey in triumph, but heading for the cross.

These past few Sundays we have heard from this same chapter. Jesus has spoken hard things
about divorce, the danger of riches, and the role of the disciples as servants of all. The symbol
for Mark’s readers was and is, about our being offered visions of life ordered along the
teachings of Jesus. The disciples and fellow travelers are symbolized by a person who has
heard Jesus, but wants to see him more clearly and follow him more closely. It summarizes the
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whole life of Jesus up to this point; he came to be seen by all and followed.

This man who was blind, was unable to see himself and know what he looked like. He could feel
his face and have others tell him how he looked, but these always fell so far short of the reality.
Not to know what he looks like has resulted in his sitting by the side of the road and calling out
for “pity”. This cry is an echo of how he feels about himself.

There seems to be a consequent self-negativity when one can not see one’s face and physical
image. There are those also who can see and do not like what they look like in reality. They too
can tend to the sidelines in a pitying state of being blinded by what they do see.

Jesus is passing by us all and asking us what we want him to do for us. By our fallen human
nature we have varying forms of visual impairment and or shame. We have experiences of
recovery of sight in relationship to some of creation. We see the value of things and become
sensitive to our using creation’s variety. It does seem that the last impairment is our being able
to see ourselves as beautiful, lovely, pleasing, delightful, wonderful and blest. This recovery of
sight led to the man’s mobility; he got up and followed Jesus. Somehow Jesus helped him see
himself enough at least to begin his recovery of the more of him. It is the work; the mission of
Jesus to bring to life all that was unlively.

It is a truth that we can not give what we do not have. As well, we find it most difficult to give
what we do not love. Those who believe in Jesus are invited, encouraged and expected to
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believe also in what he says about us. The community of believers in the early Church was that
little group, who like Paul himself, had recovered their sight about themselves in such a way that
they could follow Jesus into generous ministry and relationships. As there are many ways to
injure our ability to see, there are even more ways we can injure our faculty of visualizing who
we are in God’s eyes. It is in that condition that we join the man on the side of the road in his
crying out for “pity”. It is also to that condition that Jesus enters and asks us exactly what we
want. Here is the challenging part though. Be careful! Do you really want to see? Seeing will
lead you to the appreciation and acceptance of your face and person and history, which will
then lead you to get up, follow him into generous service and relationships. His love does free
us to love ourselves seeingly and offer ourselves less blindly.

"Let hearts rejoice who search for the Lord. Seek the Lord and his strength; seek always the
face of the Lord.” Ps. 105

Supplementary Reading

A.D.H.D.

{xtypo_quote} Pay attention to what I am telling you. – Luke 9:44a {/xtypo_quote}
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My ex-girlfriend used to say I have A.D.H.D (Attention-Deficit Hyper-Activity Disorder). She’d
say this mainly because I can hardly stay still and I usually get bored easily.

Sometimes when my mom is asking me to do something, my mind starts to wander off. I hear
her voice but I’m not really listening. By the time she’s finished, she’ll ask if I heard her. That’s
when I realize she’s already called my name five or six times! Then I’d have to ask her to repeat
her instructions.

I wonder how many times I’ve dealt with God’s instruction in the same way. He’s given me clear
guidelines on how to live, how to treat others, how to be happy and fulfilled. Yet, I seem to often
let important details slip by because I’m not paying attention, I’m “busy” or simply not willing to
go through the sacrifice it entails.

Thank God He’s willing to repeat the instructions when I miss out on them. In fact, He’s made
them readily available through His Word.

Now that I think about it, I’d rather make a mistake while trying my best rather than because I
wasn’t paying close attention. --- George Gabriel

REFLECTION:

What distracts you from receiving His instruction? What keeps you from following it?
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Lord, Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

Thought of the Day

Breath of God’s loving, Holy Spirit, if we place our trust in you, it is because you lead us to
discover this surprising reality: God creates neither fear nor anguish in us; all God can do is
love.

For meditation/readings of the previous days/months , please click any of the following links:
http://his-ways-better-than-our-ways.blogspot.com/
http://www.mabuhayradio.com/sections/the-daily-bread.html
http://butuanglobalforum.org/cgi-bin/dboard/YaBB.pl?num=1229339492/220

GOD BLESS US ALL!

O Theos Na Mas Evlogisi!
PRAY
as if everything depended
HIM.
onACT

as if everything depended
YOU.
on

http://www.tlig.org/en/messages/
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Daily Mass and Gospel Meditation
http://www.eradioportal.com/index.php?p=2&amp;aid=1&amp;sid=62
Broadcast (Tagalog) thru DWXI (5am Phil Time), pls click this link:
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